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COOLOONGUP BUSINESSES - COMPENSATION 

20. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Premier: 
The Premier has previously made it very clear that no compensation would be paid to the Cooloongup businesses 
affected by the Perth to Mandurah rail project.  Given this, why has the very junior Minister for Small Business 
been able to roll the Premier in cabinet and force him into the latest policy backflip? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
There he is, Mr Speaker: the culprit.  I was hoping against hope that news that the member for Peel had rolled 
me in cabinet would not get out.  It is the first serious leak we have had.  I am devastated that I just do not have 
the support of my cabinet colleagues and that they have taken it upon themselves to let the opposition, and now, 
I am afraid - perhaps not - the media know the truth.  The man who is running the state is sitting over there.  He 
said, “Carpenter, if you want to survive in this game, you’ll do what I say.  I have powerful friends.  Why do you 
think you are where you are, son?  I will knock you off any time of the day.”  I said to him, “Norm, please, I’ve 
only just got the job.  Give us a break, mate.”  He said he would.  Where does that leave me?  Norm, come and 
sit here, mate; I am gone!  That is it.   

I was asked by Robert Taylor about this matter, I think on the day I swore in the very senior Minister for Small 
Business.  I said that my understanding was that there is no formal mechanism for compensation.  I went on to 
say that in the absence of compensation, the minister and officers of the department could look at other ways that 
might help out.  I think that is probably what has happened.  I want to ask one question and throw it back to the 
member.  Apart from revealing the truth in our ranks, is anyone on the other side saying that we should not help 
these people? 
 


